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“I don’t want your hope. I want you to act.

I want you to act as if the house was on fire… 

because it is.” 

-Greta Thunberg, Climate Activist 



What the world needs now…

• Local matters. 

• Working together. 

• Recognize and value diversity. 

• Help all to be heard. 





Alexandra Rowland 

“Weaponized Optimism”



https://www.dclibraryfriends.org/mount-pleasant



Sustainability = Core Value 
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Social Cohesion 
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Libraries 
as Sustainability Leaders
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Decarbonize

Chrisney Public Library (IN)

Zero-Net Energy Facility

Santa Clara County Library (CA) 

Electric Mini Bookmobile
Indian Creel Library (OK)

Solar EV Charging 
Stations 



Julia L. Butterfield Memorial Library, Cold Spring, NY









Food & Land Use

“Bring your food waste to 

the library for composting: 

Yes, really” New Orleans Public Library (LA)

Sacramento Public Library (CA) | Read and Feed Garden



Anythink Libraries (CO)



“Choose Civility”: The Longest Table
Howard County Public Library, MD



North Carolina State University

Make-a-Thon
Library + 
Sustainability Office + 
University Housing



Self-Sufficiency





Climate Smart Communities

Starr Library, Rhinebeck (NY)



Acute Community Resilience 

• Until Help Arrives Training

• Citizen Corps

• Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)

• Youth Preparedness

• Prepareathon

https://www.ready.gov/get-involved



• Build on the traditional platform of public 

libraries to advance a just transition 

• Engage with local expertise 

• Empower neighbors to learn from one another

• Energize leaders to work with one another Libraries of Local Kiosk
Morton Memorial Library & Community House, Rhinecliff (NY)

LibraryofLocal.org/





Want to make the world suck less?



✓ Lead by example.

✓ Focus on outcomes. 

✓ Work with like-minded partners.



Sustainable Library 

Certification 

Program

https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/



Sustainable Library Certification Program

Public & Academic Libraries
• Organizational Commitment

• Energy

• Materials Management (Waste, Recycling & Purchasing)

• Transportation

• Land Use

• Water

• Partnerships

• Community Involvement

• Social Equity & Resiliency

• Financial Sustainability

• Collections 

School Librarians

• Partnerships & Community Involvement

• Leading Beyond the Library

• Social Equity & Resilience

• Standards & Curriculum

• Collections 

https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/
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