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Our General Feeling: Our World is endagered…

https://de.freepik.com/kostenloses-ki-bild/photorealistic-earth-
planet_94075656.htm#fromView=search&page=2&position=3&uuid=2ef709bc-86bc-4e84-ba99-
6ed09363be6d&query=Welt+im+chaos+Kriege+und+Climate+change



September 2025
The UN Secretary-General opened the General Assembly high-level debate with a stark message:

“The world is awash with overlapping crises – from wars and humanitarian emergencies to climate breakdown – 
and leaders must decide now what kind of world we choose to build together.”



What are the UN Sustainable
Development Goals / SDGs ? 



https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Sustainable-Development-
Goals-SDGs-in-United-Nations-2030-Agenda_fig3_345123725





LIBRARIES

!!!





Rationale by IFLA of why libraries can drive 
progress onthe UN SDGs:
Access to information empowers people to:
➢Exercise their civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights

➢Learn and apply new skills

➢Make decisions and being part of an active and committed civil 
society

➢Develop community-based solutions to development challenges.

➢Ensure accountability, transparency, good governance and 
empowerment.

➢Measure progress on public and private commitments in the field 
of sustainable development.



Examples of
How Libraries 
Can Drive 
Progress on the
SDGs



IFLA takes 
Action for 
Libraries
https://repository.ifla.org/b
itstream/123456789/245/1
/access-and-opportunity-
for-all-en.pdf



Examples by
IFLA how
Libraries can
support the UN 
SDGs
https://repository.ifla.org/bitstream/123456789/246/1/sdgs-insert.pdf



Examples by 
IFLA how 
Libraries can 
support the 
SDGs
https://repository.ifla.org/bitstream/123456789/246/1/sdgs-insert.pdf



Examples how
Academic 
Libraries can
support the
SDGs
(from American 
Library Association)
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/ala-task-
force-united-nations-2030-sustainable-
development-goals



Examples how
Academic 
Libraries can
support the
SDGs

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/ala-task-
force-united-nations-2030-sustainable-
development-goals



Examples how
Public Libraries 
can support the
SDGs
(from Los Angeles 
Public ibrary, no 1)

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/ala-task-
force-united-nations-2030-sustainable-
development-goals



Examples how
Public Libraries 
can support the
SDGs
(from Los Angeles 
Public ibrary, no 1)

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/ala-task-
force-united-nations-2030-sustainable-
development-goals



Examples for Activities 
by Individual Libraries



Southern Denmark



Examples for Driving the SDGs
from Freie Universität Berlin 

Library

Janet Wagner, FU Berlin

Berlin

Janet.Wagner@fu-berlin.de
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Berlin

Janet.Wagner@fu-berlin.de



01 Thema für die Präsentation hinzufügen

02 Thema für die Präsentation hinzufügen

03 Thema für die Präsentation hinzufügen

04 Thema für die Präsentation hinzufügen

05 Thema für die Präsentation hinzufügen

Berlin

Janet.Wagner@fu-berlin.de



Berlin Janet.Wagner@fu-berlin.de



https://stabi-hb.de/en/nachhaltigkeit/

Bremen 
Public Library

Bremen

https://stabi-hb.de/en/nachhaltigkeit/
https://stabi-hb.de/en/nachhaltigkeit/
https://stabi-hb.de/en/nachhaltigkeit/










Final Recommendations



1. Don’t start from scratch

It helps libraries look at why they should care 
about the SDGs and how they can connect 
the work they already do to the goals. 
Sustainability initiatives exist in pretty much 
every library, often thanks to the great work 
of already dedicated staff.

https://www.elsevier.com/connect/7-ways-that-libraries-can-support-and-
promote-the-un-sdgs-at-their-institutions



2. Incorporate the SDGs into your library’s 
strategic plan
Showcasing that at least one of the library’s 
goals is addressing sustainable development 
sends a message to your politicians, staff, 
your community, and other stakeholders, 
that you want to be measured and judged 
on them.

https://www.elsevier.com/connect/7-ways-that-libraries-can-support-and-
promote-the-un-sdgs-at-their-institutions



3. Advocate for the SDGs also outside the library

This can be as simple as sharing information on the SDGs and 
sustainable development, or involve a major investment, such 
as converting the library to solar power! 
It can be important that libraries look for ways to help their 
institutions and communities identify, celebrate and champion 
relevant SDG-related research strengths and activities. 
For example, libraries can guide users to SDG content via 
channels such as LibGuides, create bespoke, curated 
collections related to SDGs, and cultivate SDG literacy by 
developing educational programs that advance literacy in all 
key SDG areas.

https://www.elsevier.com/connect/7-ways-that-libraries-can-support-and-
promote-the-un-sdgs-at-their-institutions



4. Showcase how libraries can add value
Most funders are interested in the kind of 
outcome that has real world implications and is 
sustainable, disseminated and preserved. Libraries 
do that, in fact, they are exceptionally good at it. If 
they set themselves up for accomplishing the 
sustainable development issues, then funders 
might increasingly look to the library as one of 
their essential partners.

https://www.elsevier.com/connect/7-ways-that-libraries-can-support-and-
promote-the-un-sdgs-at-their-institutions



5. Provision and promotion of content that 
is related to the SDGs
Libraries are fantastic sources of information,
may it be books, journals, data collections – 
and of course the librarians themselves. 
Guide users to SDG content!!!  place.”

https://www.elsevier.com/connect/7-ways-that-libraries-can-support-and-
promote-the-un-sdgs-at-their-institutions



https://www.elsevier.com/connect/7-ways-that-libraries-can-support-and-
promote-the-un-sdgs-at-their-institutions

6. Promote open access (OA) and open 
educational resources (OERs)

Libraries can help to incentivize open science 
practices among researchers and citizens and invest in 
capacity building and human capital. Libraries can also 
tag SDG content  The UNESCO Recommendation on 
Open Science contains some useful tips.



https://www.elsevier.com/connect/7-ways-that-libraries-can-support-and-promote-
the-un-sdgs-at-their-institutions

7. Support of the teaching and research 
agendas

This is one of the strongest ways that libraries can 
impact the SDGs and options range from advocating 
for community outreach and diversity, equity and 
inclusion (DEI) as part of tenure discussions, to 
mainstreaming these concepts by integrating them 
into the community.



8. Make use of existing resources and support

Identify, review and re-use the work of the library associations addressing the

SDGs, e.g. by IFLA, EBLIDA or national library associations

https://www.ifla.org/units/sustainable-development/

https://www.ifla.org/news/sustainable-development-and-libraries-
in-2025/

https://ocm.iccrom.org/documents/eblida-sustainable-
development-goals-and-libraries-first-european-report
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Barbara Lison

Barbara.Lison@outlook.de

THANK YOU 
FOR 

YOUR ATTENTION
!!!
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